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JUVENILE HALL IS OPENING ITS DOORS 
More Than 3,000 Visitors Expected to Tour Juvenile Hall and Juvenile Court 

 
 Parents and their kids will be lining up at the entrance of Juvenile Court on Saturday, May 21 

from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. to get a firsthand look at what goes on behind the walls of Juvenile Hall, 

located at 2801 Meadow Lark Drive in Kearny Mesa. 

Visitors will be treated as detainees and instructed to tuck in the shirts, pull their pants up, and 

walk in single-file lines with their arms folded throughout the tour. Along the way, visitors will get to 

peer into detention rooms, view detainee clothing, and learn about the structured schedules all 

detainees follow. At the end of the tour, kids and parents will have the opportunity to learn about the 

many community resources available to families to keep them from returning to Juvenile Hall under 

less voluntary circumstances. 

 “We want to connect families with the many positive activities and services the Probation 

Department supports to prevent delinquency in our communities,” says Chief Probation Officer 

Vincent J. Iaria. “The open house allows us to teach parents the warning signs for gang activity, drug 

and alcohol abuse, and other precursors to criminal behavior.” 

 More than 40 resource booths will give out information on domestic violence, teen pregnancy, 

drug and alcohol treatment, truancy issues, athletics, literacy, and juvenile justice issues. 

 Kearny Mesa Juvenile Hall currently houses 270 boys and girls and East Mesa Juvenile 

Detention Facility houses an additional 200 boys. These two detention facilities serve as temporary 

housing for youth facing criminal charges or waiting for long-term placement in treatment facilities. 

The average stay is less than 30 days. 
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